PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.               2II
The liquid or caustic ammonia, however, is not so suitable
for the purposes of the perfumer as the carbonate of ammonia,
which when pure forms colorless crystals usually covered with
a white dust (consisting of bicarbonate of ammonia); these,
undergoing gradual decomposition, give off the odor'of am-
monia and hence are more lasting in smelling bottles than
the pure liquid ammonia.
The main essential for both of these substances is purity.
Caustic ammonia as well as carbonate of ammonia are now
obtained on a large scale from " gas liquor," but the crude
products always retain some of the penetrating odor of coal
tar which renders them valueless for the purposes of the per-
fumer. We must, therefore, make it a rule to use nothing
but perfectly pure materials which, moreover, are easily to be
had in the market.
INEXHAUSTIBLE SALT (SEL INEPUISABLE).
Oil of bergamot........................  24.grains.
Oil of lavender.........................45 grains.
Oil of mace............................  24 grains.
Oil of clove...........................  24 grains.
Oil of rosemary........................ 45 grains.
Water of ammonia......................    i qt
The aromatics are placed in a bottle, the ammonia is added,
and the bottle vigorously shaken ; the solution is soon effected,
and the turbid liquid can be at once filled into bottles.
According to the material from which the containers are
made, different methods must be adopted. It is necessary
to give the liquid such form as to prevent its flowing out
when the vessel is inverted; this is important, as the bottles
are often carried in dress pockets and the ammonia de-
stroys most colors. As a rule the vessels are filled with
indifferent porous substances which are moistened with
the perfume. If the container is made of box wood, ivory,
porcelain, or some other opaque material, it is filled with fibres